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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )D Responsive to connnnunication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-51 is/are pending in the application. 
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7) |EI Claim(s) 2-8.18.19,21,27,29,30,32-34,36-38,40,44 and 46 is/are objected to. 
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9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1,9-17, 20, 22-26, 28, 31, 35, 39, 41-43, 45, and 47-49 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yura et al. (Japan, 2002-268436). 

Yura et al. discloses a fixing device 1 for a color image forming apparatus (note 
Fig. 3). The fixing device 1 has a fixing roller 4 that reads on the instant invention's heat 
roller; a pressure roller 5 that reads on the instant invention's fusing roller; and a 
separation roller 9 (note Figs. 4-6) for separating a recording medium 1 1 from the heat 
roller 4. As shown in the cross-hatchings of Figs. 4-6, layer 4a of heat roller 4 is an 
elastic layer and a core of iron (note translation done by JPO, detailed description, 
paragraph [0022]). The separation roller 9 is shown as cross-hatchings being made of 
metal. Thus, the rigidity of the separation roller 9 is greater than the heat roller 4. The 
fusing roller 5 (pressure roller) is made of a core of aluminum and an outer layer of 
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elastic and fluororesin (note translation done by JPO, detailed description, paragraph 
[0023]). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2-8, 18, 19. 21, 27, 29, 30, 32-34, 36-38, 40, 44, and 46 objected to as 
being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

Claims 50 and 51 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Yasui et al., Kaneko et al, Storlie et al., Tsuda et al., Koeleman 
et al., Yajima et al., Chikano, Tsukamoto, Uehara et al., and Tsukioka (Japan, 2003- 
302858A) disclose art in fixing devices. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan S. Lee whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2137. The examiner can nomially be reached on Mon. - Fri., 10:30-8:00, Second 
Monday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Art Grimley can be reached on 571-272-2136 or 571-272-2800 (Ext. 52). 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Susan S. Lee 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2852 
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